Embassy of India
Thimphu

Press Release: Formal notification of Torsha tea garden-Ahllay route for
Bhutan’s bilateral and transit trade with India

In continuation of the Embassy’s press releases dated 15 July and 20 August
2020, and acting in response to a request received from the Royal Government of
Bhutan, the Government of India on 16 October 2020 formally notified the
Asian Highway 48 connecting Torsha tea garden in India and Ahllay in
Bhutan, as an additional route corresponding to the Land Customs
Station at Jaigaon in India on the India-Bhutan border.

2. With this notification issued in the Gazette of India (appended below and
available online at: http:/egazette.nic.in/WriteReadData/2020/222505.pdf), the
route connecting Torsha tea garden and Ahllay is now an authorised route
formally notified for Bhutan’s two-way bilateral trade with India and two-way
transit trade through Indian territory, as well as movement of goods from one part
of Bhutan to another through mutually agreed entry/exit points mentioned in the
Protocol to the Agreement on Trade, Commerce and Transit between India and
Bhutan.

3. Previously, as a temporary measure, the one-way movement of cargo from
India into Bhutan through Ahllay commenced on 15 July 2020 and the two-way
movement of goods through Ahllay commenced subsequently on 19 August 2020.

4. This latest development will greatly mitigate disruptions in the movement of
goods between the two countries by formally allowing access through Ahllay as an
alternative to Phuentsholing, particularly given the congestion of traffic on the
Jaigaon-Phuentsholing route and the evolving COVID-19 situation in the region.

5. Bhutan is India’s closest partner and friend and India’s prompt response is a
reflection of the special bonds of trust and understanding between India and
Bhutan that have existed over decades. Going forward, India will continue to
extend all possible support to Bhutan to minimize the health and economic impact
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
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MINISTRY OF FINANCE
(Department of Revenue)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 16th October, 2020
No. 101/2020- Customs (N.T.)

S.0. 3640(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (c) of sub-section (1) of section 7 of the
Customs Act, 1962 (52 of 1962), the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs hereby makes the following further
amendments in the notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Finance (Department of Revenue),
No. 63/1994-Customs (N.T.), dated the 21 November, 1994, published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II,
Section 3, Sub-section (ii) vide number S.0O. 830(E), dated the 21 November, 1994, namely:-

In the said notification. -

In the TABLE, against serial number 3 relating to land frontier of Bhutan, for column (4) corresponding to
item (4) in column (3), the following entry shall be substituted, namely:-

(1) ) 3) 4

(a) The road connecting Jaigaon
Bazar in India and Phuentsholing in
Bhutan; and

(b) The Asian Highway 48
connecting Torsha tea garden in
India and Ahllay in Bhutan.

[F.No. 554/01/2018-LC]
BULLO MAMU, Under Secy.
Note:  The principal Notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary vide S.O. 830(E), dated the
21st November, 1994 and was last amended vide Notification No. 03/2020-Customs (N.T.) dated the
15th January 2020, published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part-1I, Section 3, Sub-section (ii) vide
S.0. 208 (E), dated the 15th January 2020.
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Embassy of India
Thimphu

Press Release: Allowing two-way movement of cargo vehicles via Land
Customs Station at Ahllay, Pasakha

Acting in response to an urgent request received from the Royal Government of
Bhutan, the Government of India has allowed both the import and export of goods
to be facilitated via the Land Customs Station at Ahllay, Pasakha on the India-
Bhutan border with effect from 19 August 2020. The one-way movement of cargo
from India into Bhutan through Ahllay had already commenced on 15 July 2020.

India’s prompt decision to allow Bhutan to begin exporting goods to India through
Ahllay will greatly mitigate any disruption in the movement of goods between the
two countries arising from the recent outbreak of Covid-19 at Phuentsholing.

Bhutan is India’s closest partner and friend and India’s response in record time is
a reflection of the special bonds of trust and understanding between India and
Bhutan that have existed over decades. Going forward, India will continue to
extend all possible support to Bhutan to minimize the health and economic impact
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Image: The first truck containing goods from Bhutan crossing over into India
through Ahllay, Pasakha on 19 August 2020.
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Embassy of India
Thimphu

Press Release: Opening of additional Land Customs Station at Ahllay,
Pasakha

Acting in response to the request of the Royal Government of Bhutan, an
additional Land Customs station has been opened at Ahllay, Pasakha by the
Government of India on 15 July 2020.

This new land route for movement of industrial raw materials and goods destined
for Pasakha Industrial Estate will boost bilateral trade & commerce and lead to
decongestion of vehicular traffic along the Jaigaon-Phuentsholing route.

Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador of India Ruchira Kamboj said that, “we are
very pleased to provide temporary access through Ahllay for the movement of
heavy vehicles and trucks from India into Bhutan. Bhutan is India’s closest
partner and friend and given the excellent bilateral relationship between our two
countries and keeping in view as well the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic situation,
this access to Ahllay should further facilitate trade and commerce between our two
countries.”
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