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Export of potatoes
and four other

agri-products resume

Rajesh Rai | Phuzntsholing

Export of potatoes to India, via Jaigaon or any
other place, will not be a problem hereafter.

Along with potato, areca nuts, orange, apple
and ginger have also been sanctioned for export
from Bhutan to India as all these produce have
been listed in India’s import list from Bhutan,

The Embassy of India in Thimphu vester-
day notified the foreign ministry of this latest
development, which has come as a huge relief
to thousands of farmers across the country and
potato traders in Phuentsholing and Jaigaon.

In its “Urgent” notification vesterday, the
Embassy of India stated that the Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Farmers Welfare, India on October
14 notified area nut, mandarin, apple, potato
and ginger from Bhutan—in the Plant Quar-
antine (Regulation of Import into India) Order,
2003, with immediate effect.

After the export of potatoes to India, via
Jaigaomn, came to an abrupt halt last week, hun-
dreds of tomnes of potatoes have been stored
it various go-downs in Phuentsholing. Potato
growers from across the country have also
stopped taking the produce to Phuentsholing.

Earlier vesterday, a potato dealer, Singve
Wangdi, who was unaware of the notification,
said he had about 10 truckloads of potatoes in
his go-down. » Pg 2

= The 127 Bhuta ne.se. who were returning to their work.i:-la-:e in Dubai and Kuwait, reached their
destinations yesterday after the Kuwait embassy in Thimphu supported the foreign ministry in obtaining
the necessary clearance.
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Export of potatoes...
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"I am really worried,” he said,
adding that he had no idea what
wontld happen tohis investment if
the export didn't resume sooner.

In a desperate attempt, some
Bhutanese and Indian raders
also atternpted to take the pota-
toes via Jalgaon on the night of
October 14 but were apprehend-
ed by Shastri Seema Bal [55B).
Four truckloads of potatoes were
seized and handed over to the
customs office in Jaigaon.

Following this incident, the
deputy commissioner of customs
of Dinhata Customs Division n
West Bengal had written to the re-
gional customs office in Phuent-
sholing requesting not to process
or allow the vegetable consign-
ments until the Plant Quarantine
Office | PQO] made arrangements
for inspection at Jaigaon Land

Customs Office (LCO).

The letter also requested
the SSB to not allow such con-
sienments to enter India until
POO managed arrangements for
inspection at Jaigaon LCS.

The problem emerged be-
cause the Jaigaon customs office
had installed a computerised sys-
tem called the ICEGATE in 2017
after the introduction of the In-
dian GST.

This system asked for quar-
antine clearance but the Plant
Cuarantine Services of Indiz did
not issue the clearance for Bhu-
tanese cardamom and Bhutan
Agriculture and Food Regulatory
Authority (BAFRA) clearance was
not recognised.

Cardamom export saw a
similar problem in 2017 but itwas
resalved after it got listed in the
India’s import regulation follow-

ing government o government
dialogues.

Talking to Kuensel, agricul-
nire minister Yeshey Penjor had
also said that negotiations to list
potato, apple, orange, ginger and
areca nuts in the export list had
started twoyears ago and reached
the final stage.

He also said the government
initially submitted a comprehen-
sive list of numerous products,
which the National Plant Pro-
tection Organisation (NPPO) in
India requested to scale it down
to five.

The Embassy of India's noti-
fication yesterday also said that
the NPPO is further examining
chilli, beans, cabbage, cauli-
flower, carmot, pea and sovabean
to be included in the list, "An
update will be provided subse-
quently,” it said.



