
MEMORANDUM OF UNPERSTANDING BETVVEEN THE ROYAL
GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN AND THE GOVERNMHNT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
INDIA ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NALANDA UNIVERSITY

The Royal Government of Bhutan desirous to support the noble objectives of the
establishment of Nalanda University;

The Government of the Republic of lndia appreciative of the desire of the Royal
Government of Bhutan;

Hereby agree to the following Memorandum of Understanding on the
establishment of Nalanda University which came into force on October 10,2013
during the Bth East Asia Summit and which is appended below.

Signed in Thimphu on the 7th of November ,2014 in the English Language.

For the Government
ofthe Republic of lndia

,1'l*?dr^, i*O*
(Sujaflra Singh)
Foreign Secretary Foreign Secretary



orandum of Understand

The participating countries of the East Asia $ummit comprising Brunei
Darussalam, the Kingdome of Cambodia, Republie of lndonesia, Lao people's
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Republic of
Philippines, Republic of Singapore, Thailand, Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
Australia, People's Republic of China, Republic of lndia, Japan, Republic of Korea,
New Zealand, the Russian Federation and the United States of America,

Desirous of establishing an international institution that will advance the concept
of an Asian community by bringing together future generations in a common
objective of making new discoveries of old relationships to realize a unity of minds;

Recalling that the Second East Asia Summit held on the lSth January, ZO07 in the
city of Cebu, Republic of Philippines, resolved to strengthen regional educational
co-operation by tapping the East Asia Region's centres of excellence in education
and for the revival of Nalanda University located in the state of Bihar in lndia to
improve regional understanding and appreciation of one another's heritage and
history;

Recalling also that the Fourth East Asia Summit held on the 25th October, 200g in
Hua Hin, Thailand, supported the establishment of Nalanda University and
encouraged networking and collaboration between the proposed Nalanda
University and existing centres of excellence in the participating countries of the
East Asia Summit to build a community of learning where students, scholars,
researchers and academicians can work together, symbolising the spirituality that
unites all mankind.

Recognising that pursuant to the decisions taken at the Second East Asia
Summit held on 1Sth January,2OAT and the Fourth EastAsia Summit held on 25th
October, 2009, the Government of lndia has established Nalanda University in the
state of Bihar by an Act of Parliament entitled 'The Nalanda University Act, 2OlO
(No' 39 of 2010)', as an international institution for the pursuit of intellectual,
philosophical and spiritual studies and to encourage networking and collaboration
between Nalanda University and existing centres of excellenCe, including in the
participating countries of the East Asia Summit;

Recognising also that Nalanda University will enable parlicipating countries to
build an academic community where students, scholars, researchers and
academicians can collaborate in developing Nalanda University as an international
centre of excellence;

Have decided as follows:
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Article 1

Establishment of Nalanda Univoreity
1' An international institution known a$ Nalanda university (hereinafterreferred to as the "University"), which will be a non-state, non-profit, self-governinginternational institution is established to achieve the purposes set forth in thisMemorandum of 

.Understanding and it will have full academic freedom for theattainment of its objectives

2. The University wiil be rocated at Rajgir in Naranda DistrictBihar in lndia (hereinafter referred to as the ,,Host 
country,,).

3. The University wiil have fuil regar personarity in the Host country.

];n,r,"l[i 
University wi, have the power to confer degrees, diplomas and

Article 2

Objectives and Functions of Nalanda University

vision by bringing
can enhance their

the state of

1' To establish an international institution of learning that will bring togetherthe brightest and the most dedicated students from all countries irrespective ofgender, caste, creed, disability, ethnicity or socio-economic background and togive them the means needed for the pursuit of intellectual, philosophical, historicaland spiritual studies and thus achieve qualities of torerance, accommodation andmutualunderstanding;

2' To build an Asian community of learning where the intellectual potential ofevery student can be developed to the fullesiextent possible, and to create anAsian community by strengthening regional awareness;
3' To impart education towards capacity-building of Asian nations in thedomain of philosophy, language, history and oih"r areas of higher learning vital forimproving the quarity of their rifu and those of their brethren; and
4' To contribute to the promotion of regionar peace andtogether future leaders who by rerating to itreir past historyunderstanding of each other's perspectives.
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The objectives and functions of the University wiil incrude the folowing;



I

Article 3

Funding

The funding for the establishment and operations of the University will be on

a voluntary basis.

Article 4

Governance Structure

1. The University will be governed by a Governing Board' The President of

lndia will be the Visitor of the University'

2,ThemembersoftheGoverningBoardwillbedrawnfromamongst
distinguished persons from lndia and abroad. The membership of the Governing

Board wiil incrude five representatives from participating countries of the East Asia

summit to enhance their role in developing Nalanda University as an international

institution of excellence'

3. The Governing Board will be responsible for the overall policies and

directions of the University. The powers and functions of the Governing Board will

be as per the Statutes of the University'

4. The University will be headed by a Vice-Chancellor appointed by the

Governing Board. T-ne appointment, tenure, powers and functions of the Vice-

Chancellor will be as per the Statutes and Ordinances of the University'

Article 5

Fiscal Status

The University, its assets, income and other property, in the host country' will be:

a. Exempt from all direct taxes. However, the University will not claim

exemption from taxes which are in fact no more than charges for public

utility services;

b. Exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on imports

and exports in respect of articles imported or expoded by the Universlty

for its official use, subject to the provisions of perfinent laws, rules and

regulations, and provided that articles imported under such exemptions will

be disposed of in accordance with local laws of the Host Country; and

c. Exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on imports

and exports in respect of its publications'
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Article 6

Privileges and lmmunitiee

The University, the Vice Chancellor and its academic staff, and where
applicable their dependents and members of the family, will be accorded such
privileges and immunities in the Host Country as provided in the Headquarters
Agreement signed between Nalanda University and the Government of lndia,

Article 7

Visa and Work Permits

The Host Country will provide appropriate visas to the students, faculty and
staff for travel to lndia to study or work in the University.

Article 8

Settlement of Disputes

Any issue concerning interpretation or implementation of this Memorandum
of Understanding shall be settled through mutual consultations.

Article 9

Final Provisions

1. The Memorandum of Understanding will come into effect upon signature by
four participating countries of the East Asia Summit.

2. After the coming into effect of this Memorandum of Understanding, any
participating country of the East Asia SLrmmit or any other State that subscribes to
the object and purpose of the establishment of Nalanda University may, as
appropriate, become a signatory to this Memorandum of Understanding.

Signed at Thimphu on the Tthday of November,2014 in the English language.

For the Government
of the Republic of lndia

a,**a/'"Lqt*
(Sujatha Singh )
Foreign Secretary

For the
Royal G

Foreign Secretary


